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My Dearest Cornerstone Family: 
 
I am so excited about the response received from you, the great people of Cornerstone UMC, regarding the 
spiritual assessments.  To date we have received 15 assessements and I am sure more are on the way.  I hope to 
receive at least 135 more by the end of the month so I may begin work on structuring a Christian Education and 
Sunday School program fit to help all of us grow morally and spiritually.   
 
Thank you to the 15 people that have turned in their assessments and thanks in advance to those who will be 
doing so in the days to come.  All of us are interested in our spiritual growth so I will keep you updated every 
Sunday on how this process is going.  Now on to another matter. 
 
We are are trying to move toward becoming a more intergenerational church while learning from our 
discomfort.  Discomfort may arise in some because of an increase in youth and young families in the church, 
however, the joy is that such growth of this type is a good problem to have.  Thereby God is teaching us to 
learn the new skills and mental shifts necessary to welcome and teach these he will send about Christ and 
his gospel.  We already have young people and young families which God has blessed us with. At the same 
time, perhaps God is testing us to see if God can trust us with more.  Accepting this trust and praying that 
God will bless us with not only more of those generations we already have a majority of (e.g. Baby 
Boomers and the Silent Generation) but also increase the number of those generations we wish to reach 
and teach for Christ takes adjustment.   
 
I have been approached by many people about including youth and young adults in the ministerial life of the 
church.  They have asked me directly and in various ways, “We need more activites for young people?”  In 
response I have asked for them to be patient and allow me to finish conducting my listening sessions so I may 
be informed of what Cornerstone wishes to work toward.  They have kindly agreed to be patient and in good 
faith Sis. Mack has agreed to increase her efforts in re-establishing the acolytes.  Her prayer is that the acolyte 
ministry be one of the ways we can begin communicating to these young families and the youth that we are 
trying to adjust and provide for them opportunities for them to grow in the faith.   
 
To this end on the back of this sheet we have printed the flyer for the first acolyte meeting for parents and their 
youth.  I am asking that ushers come as well because until God sends us enough acolytes we will need their 
support which requires the ushers to be trained.  Parents and youth please invite your friends as well!  The 
picture at the bottom of the flyer is an example of what the new acolyte uniform will look like as a way to bring 
together tradition and innovation.  Please pray for the success of this ministry and if by chance you are 
experiencing discomfort I know you are asking the right question, “What am I to learn?” 
 
Social Justice Sunday is next Sunday at 10am and we will be recognizing those who the Holy Spirit has touched 
in such a way that they are motivated and have been motivated in the past to “do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with their God.”  Come participate in this worship adventure expecting, in the words of Bro. 
Willoughby, “A Mighty Move of God!”   It is in this spirit that I conclude by announcing that today we 
launch our totally re-designed and interactive website: Cornerstone-nola.org!  I want to thank Brother 
David Jackson and his Social Media team, the Media Ministry, Missions Committee and the Finance 
team for making it happen.  People will now have easier access to the Cornerstone story! Even more our sick 
and shut-in will be able to access sermons and online giving will be option!  Now run tell ‘dat!  Follow us on 
instagram @nolacornerstone to tell us what you think about the website and maybe post a selfie with me or 
another member!  Why not?  We are some good looking disciples of Jesus Christ! 
 



Keep the faith, 
 
Pastor J. C.  
 
Rev. Johnathan C. Richardson, Th.M 
Servant Senior Pastor  
The Cornerstone UMC, NOLA 


